
Fighter aircraft important in the WW2 pacific theatre, sorted by year of introduction

Aircraft Name Nakajima Ki-27 Seversky P-35 Curtiss P-40 Warhawk Mitsubishi A6M Rei-sen (Zero) Grumman F4F Wildcat Bristol Beaufighter Mitsubishi Ki-46-III-Kai Lockheed P-38 Lightning Bell P-39 Airacobra de Havilland Mosquito Fairey Firefly Nakajima Ki-43 Hayabusa  North American P-51 Mustang Republic P-47 Thunderbolt ' The Jug' Vought F4U/FG Corsair Supermarine Seafire, model: LF Mk III) Kawanishi N1K1-J/N1K2, Shiden Northrop P-61 Black Widow Grumman F6F Hellcat/Gannet Nakajima Ki-84 Hayate  Kawasaki Ki-100, Goshikisen Sources: (1-4) References

Nation Japan US US Japan US UK Japan US US UK UK Japan US US US UK Japan US US Japan Japan 1. Wikimedia  Foundation Inc. Lis t of a i rcraft of Japan during World War II . Wikipedia . [Onl ine] https ://en.wikipedia .org/wiki/Lis t_of_a ircraft_of_Japan_during_World_War_II#Fighters .

Fighter Type (3) (4)  Army Type 97 Fighter Fighter Fighter-Bomber/ Fighter
Navy Carrier-Borne Fighter / Fighter-
Bomber

Carrier-Borne Fighter Heavy fighter / Night-Fighter Army Type 100 Air Defence Fighter Heavy fighter / Fighter-Bomber Monoplane Fighter
Multi role Heavy Fighter: night 
fighter/fighter bomber

Carrier-borne fighter: Fleet 
fighter/dive bomber

Army Type 1 Fighter / Interceptor
Fighter / Fighter-Bomber / 
Reconnaissance

Fighter-Bomber
Carrier Fighter-Bomber / Night 
Fighter

Carrier-Borne Figher / Fighter-
Bomber / Reconnaissance

Navy Land-Based Interceptor Night Fighter Carrier Fighter Army Type 4 Fighter Army Type 5 Fighter (3-4) 2. Wikimedia  Foundation Inc. World War II  Al l ied names  for Japanese a i rcraft (boys  names, as  des ignated by Capta in Frank McCoy, in 1942). Wikipedia . [Onl ine] June 2015. https ://en.wikipedia .org/wiki/World_War_II_Al l ied_names_for_Japanese_aircraft.

3. Wikimedia  Foundation Inc. Lis t of Aircraft of World War 2 https ://en.wikipedia .org/wiki/Lis t_of_a ircraft_of_World_War_II#Fighter_a ircraft

Introduction 1937 1937 1939 1940 1940 1940 1941 1941 1941 1941 1941 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1943 1943 1943 1944 1945 (1-4) 4. http://goo.gl/mZN11k

Built 3,368 196 16,800 10,938 7,722 5,928 1,742 9,923 9,588 7,781 1,702 5,919 15,586 15,660 12,571 2,334 1,435 742 12,272 3,514 374 (1, 4) 5.http://goo.gl/3is2F8

Service IJA USAAC USA IJN USN & RN (Fleet Air Arm) RAF and RAAF IJA, IJN USAAC USA RAF RNFAA IJA
Bri ti sh Army Cooperation 

Squadrons , and then USAAF
USA and RAF USN and Marine Corps RN IJN USAAF USN and RN (Fleet Air Arm) IJA IJA 6. http://goo.gl/tYw0zm

Max Speed (mph) 292 308 378 354 332 333 391 414 386 407 316 329 437 433 416 348 363 366 380 392 367 (1,4)

Range (miles) 395 951 240 1,193 900 1,479 1,243 2,237 650 1,299 1,300 1,094 2,080 449 1,016 553 890 1,350 944 1,053 772 (4)

Service Ceiling (ft) 39, 862 31,398 38,156 37,730 34,698 26, 519 34,449 43,963 35,991 38,025 27,999 36,745 41,900 40,994 36,909 23,999 41,010 33,005 37,300 34,449 35,007 (4, 1)

Rate of Climb (ft/min) 2,953 1,918 2,143 2,812 2,000 1,923 1,970 2,500 3,333 2,850 0 3,900 3,475 3,200 3,000 4,800 2,523 1,090 3,410 2,780 1,640 (4.1)

Loaded weight (lb) (MTOW) 3,946 8,686 8,858 6,025 7,423 21,627 13,730 21,601 8,400 21,627 14,019 6,449 11,601 17,500 13,999 7,000 9,526 36,200 12,597 8,576 8,091 (4)

Engine
1 x Nakajima Ha-1b a i r-cooled 
radia l  pis ton engine

1 x Pratt & Whitney R-1830-45 Twin 
Wasp radia l  pison engine

1 x Al l i son V-1710-81 in-l ine pis ton 
engine

1 x Nakajima NK1C Sakae 21 14-

cyl inder two-row radia l  pis ton 

engines

1 x Wright Cyclone R-1820-56 9-

cyl inder a i r-cooled ra ida l  pis ton 

engine

2 x Bris tol  Hercules  VI 14-cyl inder a i r-
cooled radia l  pis ton engines

2 x Mitsubishi  Ha-112II pison 
engines

2 x Al l i son V-1710-111 water-cooled 
inl ine pis ton engines

1 x Al l i son V-17 10-83 water-cooled 
engine

2 x Rol ls -Royce Merl in 76 V-12 l iquid-
cooled pis ton engines

1 x Rol ls -Royce Gri ffon IIB V-12 
inl ine pis ton engine

1 x Nakajima Ha-115 a i r-cooled 
radia l  pis ton engine

1 x Packard V-1650-7 Merl in pis ton 
engine

1 x Pratt & Whitney R-2800-59 Double 
Wasp 18-cyl inder radia l  engine

1 x Pratt & Whitney R-2800-18W 18-

cyl inder Double Wasp two-row a ir-

cooled radia l  pis ton engine

1 x Rol ls -Royce Merl in 45,50, or 

55/55M V-12 l iquid-cooled inl ine 

pis ton engine

1 X Nakajima NK9H Homare 21 radia l  
pis ton engine

2 x Pratt & Whitney R-2800-65 Double-

Wasp 18-cyl inder radia l  pis ton 

engines

1 x Pratt & Whitney R-2800-10W 

Double Wasp a i r-cooled radia l  

engine

1 x Nakajima Ha-54 radia l  pis ton 
engine

1 x Mitsubishi  Ha-112-II  14-cyl inder 
radia l  pis ton engine

(4)

Engine power (hp) 710 1,050 1,360 1,130 1,350 1,635 1,500 1,425 1,200 1,710 1,735 1,150 1,590 2,535 2,325 1,600 1,990 2,000 each 2,000 1,800 1,500 (4)

Crew 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 (1,4)

Machine Guns Ki-27a: 2 x 7.7mm machine guns

2 x 0.30 ca l iber machine guns  in 

upper engine cowl ing- fi red through 
propel lor blades , 2 x 0.50 ca l iber 

machine guns  in wings .

6 x 0.50 ca l iber Browning M2 

machine guns , or 6 x 0.303 ca l iber 

machine gunes

2 x 7.7mm Type 97 machine gunes  in 
engine cowl ing

F4f-3: 4 x 12.7mm M2 Browning guns  

in wings  of 4 x 7.5mm Darne guns  in 
wings . F4F-4: 6 x 12.7mm M2 guns  in 

wings

6 x 0.303 maching guns  in wings
1 x 0.303 ca l iber Type 89 machin gun 
in rear cockpit + other variants

4 x 12.7mm Browning heavy machine 
guns  in nose

2 x 12.7mm machine guns  in upper 

forward fuselage with 200 rounds  

each, 4 x 7.62mm machine guns  in 

wings  (2 per wing) with 1,000 rounds  

each

4 x 7.7mm Browning machine guns  
in nose

2 x 7.7mm Type 97 machine guns ,

2 x 12.7mm machine guns  in nose, 

and 2 x in wings . Later models  had 6 
x 0.50 ca l ibre machine guns  in 

wings .

8 x 0.50 ca l iber (12.7mm) Browning 

M2 a ir-cooled heavy machine guns  

(4 to a  wing)

6 x 12.7mm M2 Browning heavy 

machine guns  - 3 to a  wing (or 

cannons)

7.7mm Browning machine guns  (i f 
only 2 cannons)

2 x 7.7mm Type 96 in nose

4 x 12.7mm Browning M2 machine 

guns  (in dorsa l  turret but model  

depending)

6 x 0.50 ca l iber M2 Browning heavy 

machine guns  in wings , or (f6F-5N) 2 
x 20mm cannons  with 4 x 0.50 ca l iber 

machine guns

2 x 12.7mm machine guns  in 
fuselage nose

2 x 12.7,, Ho-103/Type 1 's (4)

Cannons
2 x 20mm Type 99-1 cannons  in 

wings

4 x 20mm Hispano Mk II  cannons  

under nose

Some variants : 2 x 20mm cannons  in 
nose, or 1 x 37mm obl ique angled 

cannon in upper centra l  fuselage.

1 x 20mm cannon in nose
1 x 37mm Oldsmobi le cannon fi ring 
through properlor gub OR 1 x 20mm 

Hispano-Suiza  cannon

4 x 20mm Hispano cannons  

mounted under nose
4 x 20mm cannons  in wings

4 x 20mm long-barrel  Hispano-Suiza  

cannons  in wings

(a l ternative to guns) 4 x 20mm M2 

cannons

2 x (with guns) or 4 x 20mm Hispano 

cannons  in wings
4 x 20mm Type 99 cannons  in wings

4 x 20mm Hispano M2 cannons  in 

ventra l  pos i tion
2 x 20mm Ho-5 cannons  in wings 2 x 20mm Ho-5's  in wings (4)

Bombs
Optional : Up to 350lbs  of external  

ordnance

Optional : Up to 2,000lbs  of external  

ordnance

Optional : 2 x 130lb convetional  drop 

bombs, 1 x 550lb bomb (for 

kamikaze role)

Optional : F4F-3: 2 x 100lb boms or 2 x 

58 ga l lon droptanks . F4F-4: 2 x 250lb 

boms or 2 x 58 ga l lon droptanks .

Optional : 2 x 250lb conventional  
drop bombs, 1 x Mark 12 / Bri ti sh 18" 

torpedo, 8 x RP-3 60lb rockets  

underwing

Optional : 10 x 5" high-explos ive 

rockets , 2 x Drop Tanks , 2 x 500lb 

Conventional  Drop Bombs

Option 1 x 500lb bomb external ly 

mounted

Optional : 500lb-4,000lbs  of internal  

s tores  in bomb bay, 1 x 57mm 

autocannon in nose, 4 x 7.7mm 
Bornwing machine guns  in 

underfuselage gunpack, 2 x 250lb/ 

500lb bombs  in underwing, 8 x High-

Explos ive Armor Piercing rockets , 1 x 
Torpedo

Optional : 8 x 60lb rockets , 2 x 1,000lb 

conventional  drop bombs
Optional : 2 x 550lb bombs  (Ki -43-Iia )

Up to 1,000lbs  of bombs, rockets  or 

fuel  droptanks

Optional : 10 x 5" Air-to-Surface 
HVARRockets , 2 x 1,000lb bombs  

underwing, 3 x droptanks  undering. 

Max 2,500lb bomb/drop-tank load. 

Up to 4,000lbs  bombs  including a i r-

to-surface rockets

Optional : 2 x 500lb bombs  

underwing, 1 x 500lb bomb under 
fuselage centerl ine, 8 x 60lb high-

explos ive a i r-to-surface rockets , 1 x 

fuel  tank under fuselage centerl ine, 

2 x fuel  tanks  underwing

N1K1-Jb: 2 x 250kg bombs, N1K1-Jc: 4 

x 250kg bombs

Optional : 2 or 4 x 1,600lb bombs  
underwing, 6 x 5" HVAR unguided 

rockets  underwing, 1 x 1,000lb bomb 

centerl ine fuselage

Optional : various  rockets  such as  2 x 

11.75 'Tiny Tim' unguided rockets  or 
HVAR unguided rockets , various  

drop bombs, 1 x Mk 13-3 series  

torpedo and up to 4,150lbs  

external ly-held drop ordnance. 

Optional : 2 x 551lb bombs  under 

wings

Optional : 2 x 551lb boms OR 2 x 

external  drop tanks  for increased 

range

(4)

Allied Code Name Nate / Abdul Zeke (nickname Zero) Dinah Oscar George Frank Tony (4)

Other

Japans  fi rs t monoplane des ign. 

Success ful  at fi rs t aga inst Chinese 

and Al l ied fighters  in paci fic, but 
relegated to homeland defense, 

tra ining and kamikaze use as  Al l ied 

tech advanced. See main l i s t for 

armament variants .  

USAAC's  fi rs t a l l -metal  fighter, and 

used in early combat against Japan, 

but quickly replaced by Curtiss  75's  

and P-36 Hawks . 

Best a l l ied fighter of early war 

period. 

Best fighter in the early period of 

the war in Paci fic theatre. Could 

outpace and out-fight a l l ied 

fighters  at the time. 

Important in Paci fic theatre 

campaign in early years  of the war. 

Bri ti sh hero in European theatre, 

but saw operation in many confl icts . 

Best land-based USAAF fighter in 
Paci fic. It's  long range made i t extra  

va luable in Paci fic. 

Outclassed by Zero fighters . 

Sucess ful  in Europe and then Paci fic 

theatre: used against Japanese 
is land forti fications  en route to 

Japanese mainland, and on 

mainland later. 

2nd most produced fighter after the 

'Zero' series . Japanese Army's  
equiva lent fighter to Navy's  Zero. 

See main l i s t for armament 

variants . 

Most celebrated American fighter of 

WWII, but service in Paci fic theatre 
began late in the war in 1944, with a  

main role a  escorts  for the 

Superfortresses . 

Operated by a  host of nations  - 

extremely large global  reach. She 
was  produced more than any other 

fighter in the war. Served in every 

major combat theatre of WW2. 

This  helped to turn tide against 

Japanese Zeros . The Corsa ir was  the 
fi rs t a l l ied a i rcraft that could take 

on the Japanese Zero, and was  

indeed faster. 

Derivative of sucess ful  land-based 

spi tfi re. Used in Paci fic theatre 

against Japan, with success  into 

fina l  months  of war. 

US' fi rs t speci fica l ly des igned night-
fighter. Exceptional  rang and 

powerful  radar made the Black 

Widow a  powerful  force in Paci fic 

aga inst Japanese fighters , bombers  
and shipping vessels . 

Extremely important in changing 
tides  of Paci fic War in favour of 

Al l ies . 

Important in fina l  years  of war, and 

in service unti l  las t few days  of 
confl ict. Introduced by Army to 

replace the Ki -43. Cons idered best 

Japanese fighter of the war.   

Japan's  best fighter by end of war (1-5)


