
Bomber aircraft important in the WW2 pacific theatre, sorted by year of introduction

Aircraft Name North American Apache A-36 (Invader) Mitsubishi G3M Rikko Nakajima B5N Curtiss P-40 Warhawk Aichi D3A Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress Consolidated B-24/LB-30/PB4Y-1 Liberator Douglas SBD Dauntless/ A-24 Banshee Bristol Beaufort Mitsubishi G4M North American B-25 Mitchell de Havilland Mosquito Yokosuka D4YSuisei  Nakajima B6N Tenzan  Kawanishi H8K Grumman TBF Avenger Avro 863 Lancaster (B Mk1 FE) Supermarine Seafire, model: LF Mk III) Boeing B-29 Superfortress Curtiss SB2C Helldiver/ A-25 Shrike Sources: (1-4) Reference List

Nation USA Japan Japan USA Japan USA USA USA UK Japan USA UK Japan Japan Japan USA UK UK USA USA 1. Wikimedia  Foundation Inc. Lis t of a i rcraft of Japan during World War II . Wikipedia . [Onl ine] https ://en.wikipedia .org/wiki/Lis t_of_a ircraft_of_Japan_during_World_War_II#Fighters .

Type Dive bomber / Ground Attack Aircraft

Navy Type 96 Land-based Attack 

Aircraft (twin enginge medium 

bomber)

Navy Type 97 Carrier-based Attack 

Bomber / Torpedo Dive-bomber
Fighter-Bomber/ Fighter

Navy Type 99 Carrier Bomber / dive 

bomber
Heavy Bomber Heavy Bomber

Carrier-based naval  bomber; dive 

bomber
Medium Bomber/ Torpedo Bomber

Navy Type 1 Land-based Attack 

Aircraft/ Medium Bomber
Medium bomber

Multi role Heavy Fighter: night 

fighter/fighter bomber (see fighter l i s t 

a lso)

Navy Carrier Dive bomber / night 

fighter
Navy Carrier Torpedo Bomber

Reconnaissance/ Bomber Flying Boat 

(a lso see seaboats  l i s t)
Carrier-Borne Torpedo Bomber Heavy bomber

Carrier-Borne Figher / Fighter-Bomber 

/ Reconnaissance
Long Range Heavy Bomber

Carrier-based naval  bomber; dive 

bomber
(1-4) 2. Wikimedia  Foundation Inc. World War II  Al l ied names  for Japanese a i rcraft (boys  names, as  des ignated by Capta in Frank McCoy, in 1942). Wikipedia . [Onl ine] June 2015. https ://en.wikipedia .org/wiki/World_War_II_Al l ied_names_for_Japanese_aircraft.

Introduction Year 1935 1936 1937 1939 1940 1940 1940 1940 1940 1941 1941 1941 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1942 1943 1943 3. Wikimedia  Foundation Inc. Lis t of Aircraft of World War 2. https ://en.wikipedia .org/wiki/Lis t_of_a ircraft_of_World_War_II#Fighter_a ircraft

Built 500 1,048 1,149 16,800 1,495 12,731 18,482 5,936 2,080 2,414 9,818 7,781 2,038 1,268 167 9,835 7,377 2,334 141,102 7,140 (1-4) 4. http://goo.gl/xbSYq8

Service USA IJN IJN USA IJN USAAC USAAC & later Navy USN RAF IJN USN RAF IJN IJN IJN USN RAF RN USAAC USN (1, 4) 5. http://goo.gl/As7VRy

Max speed (mph) 365 232 235 378 267 287 290 255 265 272 272 407 357 299 290 271 287 348 358 260 6. http://goo.gl/97khSG

Max Range (miles) 550 2,722 1,237 240 840 2,001 2,001 1,115 1,600 3,765 1,350 1,299 944 1,085 4,461 1,215 2,529 553 4,100 1,165 (1,4)

Ceiling (ft 25,098 29,954 27,100 38,156 34,449 35,597 28,002 25,525 16,499 29,364 24,196 38,025 34,449 29,659 28,740 22,402 24,508 23,999 31,808 26,401 (4)

Rate of climb (ft/min) 0 1,180 1,230 2,143 1,640 541 800 1,700 0 810 1,666 2,850 2,163 1,577 1,624 2,060 0 4,800 526 ? (4, 1)

Loaded weight (lb) (MTOW) 9,998 17,659 9,039 8,858 8,378 72,003 65,001 10,699 21,228 27,558 34,000 21,627 10,267 12,456 71,650 15,904 69,999 7,000 141,102 16,288 (4.1)

Engine 1 x Al l i son V-1710 inl ine engine 
2 x Mitsubishi  Kinsei  45 14-cyl inder a i r-

cooled radia l  pis ton engines

1 x Nakajima NK1B Sakae 11 radia l  

pis ton engine

1 x Al l i son V-1710-81 in-l ine pis ton 

engine

1 x Mitsubishi  Kinsei  54 radia l  pis ton 

engine

4 x Wright Cyclone R-1820-97 radia l  

pis ton engines

4 x Pratt & Whitney R-1830-65 radia l  

pis ton engines

1 x Wright R-1820-60 Cyclone a i r-col led 

radia l  pis ton engine

2 x Bris tol  Taurus  VI radia l  pis ton 

engines

2 x Mitsubishi  MK4P Kasei  21 radia l  

pis ton engine

2 x Wright Cyclone R-2600-19 a i r-

cooled pis ton engines

2 x Rol ls -Royce Merl in 76 V-12 l iquid-

cooled pis ton engines

1 x Mitsuibishi  MK8P Kinsei  62 radia l  

pis ton engine

1 x Mitsubishi  MK4T Kasei  25 radia l  

pis ton engine

4 x Mitsubishi  Kasei  22 14-cyl inder a i r-

cooled radia l  engines

1 X Wright R-2600-8 Double-Cyclone a i r-

cooled radia l  engines

4 x Rol ls -Royce Merl in XX V12 water-

cooled, inl ine pis ton engines

1 x Rol ls -Royce Merl in 45,50, or 55/55M 

V-12 l iquid-cooled inl ine pis ton 

engine

4 x Wright R-3350-23 Cyclone 18 a i r-

cooled radia l  pis ton engines

1 x Wright R-2600-20 Double-Cyclone 

a i r-cooled radia l  engine
(4)

Engine Power (hp) 1,325 1,075 each 1,000 1,360 1,300 1,200 each 1,200 each 1,200 1,130 each 1,800 each 1,700each 1,710 1,560 1,850 1,850 1,700 1,280 each 1,600 2,200 each 1,900 (4)

Crew 1 5 or 7 2 1 2 10 07-Oct 2 4 7 5 2 2 3 10 3 7 1 10 2 (4)

Guns

6 x 12.7mm M2 Browning heavy 

machine guns  (some in nose, some in 

wings)

1 of each 7.7mm Type 92 machine guns  

in: cockpit, lefand right bl i s ter 

pos i tions  and dorsa l  emplacement

1 x 7.7mm cal iber tra inable machine 

gun in rear cockpit pos i tion

6 x 0.50 ca l iber Browning M2 machine 

guns , or 6 x 0.303 ca l iber machine 

gunes

2 x forward-fi ring machine guns , 1 x 

tra inable machine gun, rear cockpit 

pos i tion

11-13 (model  dependent) x 12.7mm 

machine guns  in various  pos i tions

6 x pa irs , or s ingle 12.7mm machine 

guns

2 x 12.7mm machine guns , 2 x 7.62 

machine guns
4 x 7.7mm machine gunes

2 x 7.7mm machine guns  in nose, and 

2 x in s ide bl i s ter pos i tions

20 x 12.7mm machine guns  in various  

pos i tions

4 x 7.7mm Browning machine guns  in 

nose

2 x 7.7mm machine guns  and 1 x 

13.1mm Type 2 machine gun.

1 x 7.7mm Type 97 machine gun in 

ventra l  pos i tion, and 1 x 13mm Type 2 

machine gun in rear tra inable 

mounting

4 x 7.7mm machine guns  (one in each 

direction)

2 x 7.62mm M1919 Browning machine 

guns , 1 x 12.7mm M2 Browning machin 

gun

2 x 7.7mm Browning machine guns  in 

nose turret, 2 in dorsa l  turret, and 4 in 

ta i l  turret.

7.7mm Browning machine guns  (i f only 

2 cannons)

12.7mm Browning M2 machine guns : 

x12 in various  electria l ly-operated 

turrets  and x 2 in ta i l  turret

2 x 7.62mm Browning M1919 machine 

guns  in rear cockpit
(1,4)

Cannons
1 x 20mm Type 99 cannon in earward 

dorsa l  turret

2 x 20mm Type 99 cannons: one dorsa l  

one ta i l . 

4 x 20mm Hispano cannons  mounted 

under nose
4 x 20mm cannons  in 4 di rections

2 x (with guns) or 4 x 20mm Hispano 

cannons  in wings
1 x 20mm cannon in ta i l  turret 2 x 20mm cannons  in wings (4)

Bombs
Optional : 1,000lbs  external  s tores  

across  2 wings

Optional : up to 1,764 lbs  of external  

ordance. Can be replaced by s ingle 

torpedo for anti -shipping work.

Optional : 1 x 1,764 torpedo or drop 

bomb equiva lent

Optional : Up to 2,000lbs  of external  

ordnance

optional  1 551 bomb under fuselage 

OR 2 x 132lb bombs  under wings

Max internal  bombload of 7,983kg or 

17,600lbs
max 8,800lbs  internal  ordnance

Optional : Mac 2,250lbs  bombs  or 

depth chargers  held external ly
Max bombload of 2,000lbs

Optional : Mas  internal  bomb load of 

2,205lbs  OR 1 x 1,764lb torpedo for anti -

shipping duties

1 x Torpedo, 8 x 250lb bombs, max 

internal  bomb load of 3,000lbs

Optional : 500lb-4,000lbs  of internal  

s tores  in bomb bay, 1 x 57mm 

autocannon in nose, 4 x 7.7mm 

Bornwing machine guns  in 

underfuselage gunpack, 2 x 250lb/ 

500lb bombs  in underwing, 8 x High-

Explos ive Armor Piercing rockets , 1 x 

Torpedo

Optional : Max 1,235lb conventional  

drop bombs

Optional : Miss ion- speci fic ordnance 

including 1,764lbs  torpedo bombs  

equiva lent

4,409lb external  bombs  or 2 x 1,764 

torpedoes

Up to 2,000lbs  of internal  and external  

ordnance: 1 x Mk XIII  Torpedo, 4 x 

500lb bombs  OR 12 x 100lb drop 

bombs, 5" unguided rockets

Optional : 4,000lbs  to 2,000lbs  of 

internal  ordnance or specia l i zed 

miss ion equipment: 22,000lb Grand 

Slam, 12,000lb Ta l lboy or 9,250lb 

Upkeep bombs)

Optional : 2 x 500lb bombs  underwing, 

1 x 500lb bomb under fuselage 

centerl ine, 8 x 60lb high-explos ive a i r-

to-surface rockets , 1 x fuel  tank under 

fuselage centerl ine, 2 x fuel  tanks  

underwing

up to 20,000lbs  of internal  ordnance

Optional : Up to 2,000lbs  of ordnance 

in bomb bay incl . 1 x Mark 13-2 

torpedo. Up to 500lbs  ordnance under 

wings . 

(4)

Allied Code Name Nel l Kate Val Betty Judy Ji l l Emi ly (4)

Other
World's  best torpedo dive-bomber in 

1941
Best a l l ied fighter of early war period. 

Principle attack a i r arm in Pearl  

Harbour assault

Mainstay bomber in Paci fic and 

European arenas . 

Operated a longs ide B-17 flying 

fortress  to have big impact for a l l ies  

in WW2. 

Principle Al l ied dive bomber in Paci fic 

Theatre

Strong service between 40-43 as  

primary Bri ti sh torpedo bomber 

Served in Paci fic Theatre and other 

fronts . Replaced by Bris tol  

Beaufighter.  

Type is  remembered as  one of 2 Betty 

a i rcraft downed, ki l l ing Admira l  

Isoroku Yamamoto (Pearl  Harvour 

Mastermind)

Famous ly flown by the 'Dool i ttle 

Ra iders ', who bombed Tokyo fro 

mcarrier USS Hornet.

To replace Mavis . Arguably best flying 

boat of WW2. 

Del ivered torpedos  and drop ordance 

against naval  and surface targets  

across  Paci fic and Japanese mainland 

throughout course of the war. Named 

'Avenger' as  Pearl  Harbour attacked 

during i t's  production. 

The B Mk1 was  a  speci fica l ly 

tropica l i zed model  for sevice against 

the Japanese. 

Derivative of sucess ful  land-based 

spi tfi re. Used in Paci fic theatre 

against Japan, with success  into fina l  

months  of war. 

Dropped two atomic bombs  on Japan, 

and sucess ful  bomber in Paci fic 

Theater unti l  then. 

Sank more ship tonnage than any 

other a i rcraft in WW2.
(1-5)


